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PANATAG SHOAL ISSUE DISCUSSED AT MALCOLM HALL 
BY: VGD FIL V. ELEFANTE „90 

The Philippines can increase its chances of gaining international support for its stand on Panatag Shoal if the 
government avoids focusing on the issues of Philippine sovereignty and territory.  This was the suggestion of 
Dr. Jay L. Batongbacal, a noted expert in maritime law and a professor of the University of the Philippines 
College of Law during his lecture on “The Philippine Security Interests in Panatag Shoal" last month at the 

Malcolm Theater of the UP Collegeof Law. 

Serving as reactors to Dr. Batongbacal were retired Rear Admiral Vicente M. Agdamag, the Deputy Director 
General of the National Security Council, and Professor Herman S. Kraft of the UP College of Social Sciences 

and Philosophy. The three discussed the link between biodiversity and national security. 

Dr. Batongbacal suggested that since foreign governments generally avoid taking sides in territorial disputes, 
it would be easier for the Philippines to gain international support if Filipino diplomats focused on the issue of 
protecting Panatag Shoal from environmental degradation and exploitation.  He pointed out that it would have 
been easier for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to form a common stand on Panatag 
Shoal if the Philippines had focused on the issue of environmental protection instead of national security.  The 
governments of the Philippines and China have been at loggerheads over who owns the shoal since 
May.  Manila prefers holding multilateral talks to discuss the territorial dispute while Beijing wants the matter 

discussed bilaterally.   

The lecture was organized by the U.P. Vanguard Center for Strategic Studies and the Hans Koeschler Politi-

cal and Philosophical Society. 
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 2 ONWARD TO THE NEXT CENTURY 
 As we celebrate the 100 years of UPROTC and recall with justifiable pride the “Glory Days”, I am 
honored to lead U.P. Vanguard as we start the next 100 years.  It is a future where previous promises will 
be fulfilled, where past dreams will find reality and where initiatives will see completion.  It is the best of the 
U.P. Vanguard –more action than talk. 
 I am thankful that the U.P. Vanguards have joined me in pledging time, talent and treasure in ser-
vice of the U.P. Vanguard and have began to make good on those pledges. 
 Thanks to the U.P. Vanguard Board, especially Chairman G‟Bee, National Vice-Commander Chito 
and National Treasurer Astro, that has led the way in the V4V movement, where Vanguards pledge per-
sonal funds to a fund for renovation of facilities, scholarships and operational expenses of the secretariat. 
 Thanks to Vgds. Hermie Dumlao, Sol Lumba and Jimmy de los Santos who have begun the pro-
cess of realizing the U.P. Vanguard Center for Strategic Studies with the recent lecture on Scarborogh 
Shoals at the UP College of Law. 
 Thanks to Vgd. UP President Fred Pascual with the able support of Vgds. Dodie Lagman, Sol 
Lumba, Gen. Elo Javier and the members of the U.P. Vanguard 5-Year Development Plan for ROTC for 
the UP Board of Regents decision to create a UP-wide NSTP office, which will ensure a level playing field 
for UPROTC in the choices of UP students.  Our challenge is now to get at least 50 cadet officers to ser-
vice the influx of UP cadets, and that‟s just in the Diliman campus. 
 Thanks to Vgd. Ed Soliman who has pledged to rally the officers of the UP Vanguard Foundation, 
Inc. to augment the scholarships to UPROTC cadet officers, considering the increased needs brought 
about by a larger pool of cadet officers.  Thanks to Vgds. Cid Diomampo and Lito Legaspi who are carrying 
on the noble legacy of Vgd. Nitz Domingo in stewarding the scholarship program of the UP Vanguard. 
 Thanks to Vgds. Richie Ragaza, Emy Rodriguez and the members of the Fellowship Committee 
for the reinvigorated monthly get-togethers where the fraternity bonds are strengthened.  We call on all the 
brods to use the occasion to get acquainted with other brods rather than just concentrate on their batch 
mates.  
 Thanks to Adjutant General Bojo Bernardo and the Membership Committee for making true our ID, 
website enhancement and membership benefits, which will see its full fruition during our March 2013 
Homecoming. 
 Thanks to all committee chairmen and members of the U.P. Vanguard (the list of which is printed 
in this newsletter –thanks to Editor-in-Chief Floro) for doing their best to have solid accomplishments there-
fore, real service to the fraternity, the university and nation.  Thanks too to the U.P. Vanguard Secretariat 
headed by Executive Director Malou for their sustained support which makes the impossible, possible.  
 Brods, I am so lucky that as we start the next 100 years, this outpouring of support is establishing 
the best foundation for future Vanguards to build on.  This makes true the axiom that “In Unity there is 
Strength”.  More importantly, it proves that if every Vanguard is a star not just the Vanguard leadership, 
then the firmament will shine with Vanguard lights of service and achievements! 
 
Vgd. Melito S. Salazar, Jr. „71 
National Commander 
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PRESIDENT PNOY APPOINTS UP RESERVIST AS  

BRIGADIER GENERAL 
On 30 April 2012, President Aquino issued a directive 
to the Secretary of National Defense Volaire T. 
Gazmin informing him of the approval of the appoint-
ment of Colonel MARCELO B. JAVIER O-117069 
Philippine Army (General Staff Corps) (Reserve) of 
the Armed Forces of the Philippines to the rank of 
BRIGADIER GENERAL, pursuant to the provisions of 
Executive Order No. 138, series of 1968, and in con-
junction with Republic Act No. 7077. 
 
An active member of the UP Vanguard, BGen. Mar-
celo B. Javier is the first ever Reservist graduate of 
the University of the Philippines  to be promoted by 
the President of the Republic to the rank of Brigadier 
General. Vanguard BGen. Marcelo Bonifacio Javier 
Jr. was born posthumous on 22 April 1945 to a father 
who was killed on 10 February 1945 during the battle 
for the liberation of Manila. His father Marcelo Banas 
Javier Sr. was a Lieutenant in the ROTC Hunters 
Guerrilla unit.  He was killed together with grandfather 
Miguel Bonifacio a Major in the Philippine Scouts and 
Charles Pollard Sr. a Captain in the USAFFE in trying 
to liberate the areas in Singalong, Manila.  
 
Brod Elo (as he is fondly called in the UP Vanguard) 
started life in uniform as a Cub Scout in grade school 
in St. Mary's College in Quezon City.  In high school 
he was a Cadet Major in the Air Force PMT Unit in 
Don Bosco.  He was Corps Executive Officer in the 
UP ROTC Unit. He belongs to Vanguard Class 1966. 
He is also a proud member of Group Lion, the First 
Sunday Soldier Ranger Group trained by “golden ea-
g l e ”  B g e n .  B e n j a m i n  V a l l e j o     
 
 
 
 
 

He graduated with a degree of Bachelor of Science in 
Foreign Service in the University of the Philippines 
Diliman. He was a French government scholar pursu-
ing graduate studies in Sorbonne University in Paris, 
but did not finish and had to return due to the student 
riots that paralyzed the City of Paris in 1988. While in 
France he became very fluent in the French language 
and he can also carry a passable conversation in two 
other essential European languages -German and 
Spanish. 
 
His first job was as a Flight Steward in Philippine Air-
lines, but this was a very short stint due to an ear ail-
ment. He also worked for a short time in ABS-CBN as 
a contractual Production Assistant in the News De-
partment. Later he started work in the Asian Develop-
ment Bank as an Airport Liaison. From there he was 
assigned to the 1985 Tskuba Science Fair as Manag-
er of the ADB Philippine booth. While on assignment 
in Japan he studied  Kendo and became 2nd Dan 
Black belt. He eventually became the Security and 
Safety Officer of ADB and was sent to the United 
States to train.  He brought home his acquired skills 
from the US and trained the security personnel of 
ADB. One of these skills was high angle rappel which 
the AFP requested him to pass on to them. This 
makes him the father of rappel in the Philippines. He 
retired from the ADB and got into the Security busi-
ness. He is now a security, safety and disaster pre-
paredness Consultant. He is also a Red Cross volun-
teer with a management position in Muntinlupa City. 
Likewise, he is a lay minister and an elder in the Cou-
ples for Christ in Alabang. 
 
BGen. Javier is married to Cynthia Manas Javier and 
has 3 children:  a son Marco, a daughter Cybel mar-
ried to nelson Manlapaz with a newly born baby girl, 
and another daughter Camille.  
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 7 THE 90TH UP VANGUARD CONVENTION AND  

UPROTC CENTENNIAL HOMECOMING 
BY: VGD. LEONARDO QUINITIO „87  

About 500 U.P. Vanguards and graduates of Basic 
UPROTC flocked to UP Diliman to celebrate the 
UPROTC Centennial on Saturday, March 17, 2012. 
The special occasion commemorating the inception 
of military training in the university in 1912 was aptly 
themed: “A Salute to 100 Years of Duty Well-
Performed; Honor Untarnished; and Country 
Above Self”. The mood was festive for the whole 
campus which was decked with colorful streamers, 
buntings and event markers. Special “ikot-toki” 
Jeepneys festooned with centennial tarpaulins con-
veyed guests to various event venues. Early birds 
had the opportunity to visit the 
UP Department of Military 
Science and Tactics Com-
plex for the Open Barracks & 
Military Static Display. The 
actual festivities kicked off in 
the afternoon with the U.P. 
Vanguard Annual Conven-
tion at the Malcolm Hall 
(College of Law) Auditorium where National 
Commander Jimmy Delos Santos and Treasurer 
Brod Norman Biola delivered their respective re-
ports. Brod Edwin Fernandez of Class „70 gave a 
special talk about enhancing the UP ROTC Pro-
gram with the establishment of an institute which 
may be dedicated to advanced studies in leadership 
and security.  Bonafide members discussed other 
organizational matters and cast their votes as well 
for the new Board of Governors.  
The convention was followed by the traditional 
“Heritage March” towards the Gen. Antonio Luna 
Parade Ground also known as the Sunken Garden. 
Arrival Honors rendered by the prestigious UP Ra-
yadillo Honor Guard Company and the Philippine 
Army Band then took place in front of the Grand-

stand to welcome the Guests of Honor, UP Presi-
dent Alfredo Pascual and Department of Nation-
al Defense Undersecretary for Civil, Veterans & 
Reserve Affairs Eduardo Batac. 
Guests proceeded shortly to the grandstand for the 
“Skills and Capabilities Demonstration” which show-
cased UPROTC Cadets‟ proficiency in martial arts, 
rescue and small unit tactics. The UPROTC Cen-
tennial Parade and Review commenced soon af-
ter. It was executed by the composite UP Diliman 
and UP Los Banos Corps of Cadets. The parade 
was highlighted by the nostalgic “trooping the 

line” where Vanguards and UP-
ROTC alumni had the chance to 
march the hallowed parade 
grounds yet again for a closer view 
of the decorous cadets.  
Guests also witnessed for the first 
time a simultaneous turnover of 
command from the UP Diliman and 
UP Los Banos outgoing Corps 

Commanders to their respective successors. 
After the parade, Vanguards and UPROTC Gradu-
ates lit torches to set in motion another time hon-
ored tradition - the “Torch Walk”. Like hundreds of 
fireflies of the Old Balara, they trudged to the UP 
Oblation Plaza for the U.P. Vanguard Memorial 
Rites.  
In front of the revered Oblation, Chairman Gilbert 
Reyes and National Commander Jimmy Delos 
Santos installed into the “Hall of Fame” Brigadier 
General Ruben Maglaya from the Class of 1937. 
He served with distinction as Commanding General 
of the entire Philippine Army exemplifying the char-
acteristics of a true Vanguard. His son, Col. Manuel 
Maglaya, gave an emotional response to the tribute 
in behalf of the Maglaya family. Attendees also paid 
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homage to the dearly departed Vanguards by 
sounding the ceremonial gong, offering floral sprays 
and setting ablaze the Centennial Cauldron ahead 
of the customary martial ruffles, flourishes, taps and 
rifle volleys. 
From the somber and pensive mood, the Centennial 
event shifted back to the jovial atmosphere as the 
UPROTC Centennial Gala Dinner started at the 
historic Quezon Hall. The program principally fea-
tured the UPROTC Centennial Orchestra and 
Chorus under the baton of the UPROTC Centennial 
Homecoming Committee Chairman himself, Leo 
Quinitio. The music assemblage is made up of the 
UPROTC Band; The Manila Symphony Orches-
tra; two of the world‟s best choirs – The Philippine 
Madrigal Singers and the UP Singing Ambassa-
dors; and the Himig 2011 Champion, The iChoir. 
Prominent Vanguard musicians also joined the or-
chestra: Philippine National Police Supt Romeo 
Sta Ana Jr, of Class Habagat „84, on clarinet; 
Philippine Navy LtSg Marcelino Mores, also of 
Class Habagat „84, on French horn; Philippine 
Army Capt Arthur Eamiguel Corps Commander 
of Class Pagsibol '95, on trumpet; and Vgd 
Rolando Camahalan of Class '91, on flute.  
 The program started with the invocation led by 
Vanguard priest, Father Carmelo Diola of Class 
„79. The prayer was followed by a soulful rendition 
of “Our Father” by soprano Karla Gutierrez, Corps 
Sponsor ‟91. Vanguards and UPROTC Alumni 
proudly sang the Philippine National Anthem 
“Lupang Hinirang” as the colors were ushered in 
by drum rolls and the rumbling timpani. Afterwards, 
the orchestra and chorus performed the rousing “O 
Fortuna” by Carl Orff along with synoptic video of 
UPROTC‟s milestones. 
 
 

The welcome speech of Jimmy Delos Santos 
gave emphasis to the UPROTC‟s rich history and 
numerous contributions to the nation. Underscoring 
the last two lines of the university hymn “…
humayo‟t itanghal giting at tapang”, the National 
Commander invited all attendees to sing “UP Nam-
ing Mahal” in honor of all the gallant and coura-
geous Vanguards who served our land. While spir-
its were high, the candidates for membership in the 
UP Vanguard were called upon for the induction 
ceremony. From the Class of 2012, the inductees 
were: Ryan Kristofer Arana, Gelline Vargas, 
Geneveive Landong, Jatniel Canar, Virginia Ari-
ñas, Mark Gerald Cuadra, Jason Dominic Calora 
and Cris Reshon Guiral. The inductees for associ-
ate membership were Reynaldo Nograles, inte-
grated into the Class of 1963; Atty Peter Joey Usi-
ta and Greg Villanueva both integrated into the 
Class of 1987 and Rufino Siwa integrated into the 
Class of 1990.  
The ritual was simple but meaningful. Inductees 
were challenged by Chairman Gilbert Reyes one 
by one to dedicate their lives to the shibboleths of 
the Corps. On their knees they contemplated while 
the orchestra and chorus solemnly performed the 
“Ode to the Shibboleths”. As soon as the inductees 
were ready to commit, they stood up and were 
sworn in as Vanguards. And then the UP Vanguard 
Hymn was played as elder Vanguards approached 
the new members to embrace them into the broth-
erhood. 
The merry Vanguard song “Dito Man, Doon Din” 
then started playing as brods went around the hall 
to warmly greet each other in the unique fraternal 
fashion of the “Brotherhood Round”.  
Dinner was served on round tables decorated with 
maroon and green ribbon runners, candles, floral 
arrangements and accented with custom-made bot-
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bottles of “UPROTC Centennial Wine”. 
The climax of the night was the key note speech of 
somebody who is known to the Vanguards as the 
living legend, MGen Jose P. Magno. He narrated 
how Vanguards served in the past and gave pre-
scriptions on how their legacy should be propagat-
ed for future generations. 
Alumni sponsors were also honored fittingly with a 
floral and musical tribute as emcee Brod Ernie 
Reyes of Class ‟80 asserted that the history of the 
UPROTC will never be complete without them.           
Further into the night, the U.P. Vanguard presented 
its annual awards. The Achievement Award was 
given to Col Peale Jon Bondoc ‟95 for his meritori-
ous achievements in military service. The Annual 
UPLB Balik Barracks Project won the Outstanding 
Chapter Award. 
The U.P. Vanguard Jubilarian Classes were also 
honored during the dinner. The Silver Jubilarians 
were Carmelo Dacudao, Ernesto Duran, Maria 
Lourdes Ocampo-Macrohon, Vgd Governor Leo 
Quinitio, Michael Patrick Rodrigo, Atty Peter 
Joey Usita and Atty 
Enrico Yusingco of 
U.P. Vanguard 
Class Sulo 1987 
(Diliman). From 
Class Marasig 1987 
(UPLB): Gabriel 
Barretto,  

Cristi Cresencia, Louie Lim and Greg Villanue-
va.  
From Class 1972, the Ruby Jubilarians were 
Mariano Angeles, Edgardo Fernandez, Maximino 
Montenegro of UP Diliman and from UP Los Ba-
ños, Edgardo Lantican.  
The Golden Jubilarians present were Major Gen 
Ruperto Ambil, Jr.(+), Col Celestino Desamito, 
Jr., Benny Letrondo, Rolando San Juan and Nar-
ciso Tadeo from UP Diliman. From UP Los Baños, 
there was Arthur Pascua. 
The Ten Outstanding UPROTC Centennial 
Awardees were also presented during the Gala 
Dinner, to wit:  Manuel Alba, Ph.D. Faculty, UP 
CBA; Senior Adviser of the House Speaker, Cadet 
Private, Infantry Battalion, UPROTC 1955; Hon. 
Jejomar Binay, Vice President of the Republic of 
the Philippines, Model Company Guidon Bearer, 
UPROTC 1960; Antonio M. Cailao, President & 
CEO, Philippine National Oil Company, Cadet Pri-
vate, Infantry Battalion, UPROTC 1966; Raymundo 
Cipriano “Ryan” Cayabyab, Renowned OPM 

Composer, Cadet Pri-
vate UPROTC Band; 
Field Artillery Battalion; 
UPROTC 1972; Fran-
cisco Nemenzo, Jr., 
PhD, Former President, 
University of the Philip-
pines, Cdt Private, B 
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B Battery, Artillery Battalion, UPROTC 1955; Guillermo Parayno, Jr., President, E-Konek Pilipinas, Inc.; 
Father of Customs Computerization; BIR Commissioner (2002-2005), Cadet Non-Commissioned Officer, 
Rayadillo Honor Guard Company, UPROTC 1966; Vincent Perez, Jr., Former Secretary, Department of 
Energy,  Chairman Asian Energy Advisory Firm, Meritt Partners, Cadet Private, Field Artillery Battalion, 
UPROTC 1978; Cong. Romero Federico Quimbo, Representative, 2nd District of Marikina, Cadet Pri-
vate, Rayadillo Honor Guard Battalion, UPROTC 1991; Hans Sicat, President & CEO, Philippine Stock 
Exchange, Cadet Non-Commissioned Officer, Field Artillery Battalion, UPROTC 1979; and Cesar En-
rique Virata, Former Minister of Finance and Prime Minister; CEO of RCBC, UPROTC 1950 
Another highlight of the program was the performance of the “UPROTC Centennial Anthem” especially 
composed for the occasion by Leo Quinitio and performed by the UPROTC Centennial Orchestra and 
Chorus. 
To cap the festivities, Chairman Gilbert Reyes delivered his closing re-
marks by challenging the Vanguards to unite in creating ways to ensure 
that future generations are given the same training, the same sense of 
patriotism evoked by the Shibboleths and the same chance to serve our 
nation.  
  In closing he ordered all Vanguards to rise and acknowledge the en-
trance “symbolic Class of the future UPROTC” composed of children 
of U.P. Vanguards who smartly marched up the stage in full Rayadillo regalia. Vanguards rendered a 
snappy salute as a tribute to the future, and the children in uniform rendered their snappy salute in re-
sponse. This was the cue for the orchestra and chorus to play Orff‟s “Ave Formosissima” and also the 
cue for 100 giant sky lanterns to be launched from the ampitheater. 

UPVI 90TH HOMECOMING… 

CHAPTER NEWS 

UNIVERSITY CHAPTER TO UPCOMING PROJECTS 
BY: VGD JOHN RAY RAMOS „09  

 

The University Chapter is planning to conduct a Medical Mission in Marikina on 18 November 2012. This 
is in partnership with the Mu Sigma Phi Sorority of UP Manila College of Medicine. 
Christmas Party /Birthday Fellowship /Sports meet with brods and members of the UP Corps of Cadets 
from various units (Diliman, LB, Visayas, Baguio, Manila) initially scheduled on 8 December 2012. 
 UPROTC Fun Run is scheduled in January 2013 as an advocacy activity for High School students to en-
roll in ROTC. 

DILIMAN 
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UPVI PANAY-NEGROS CHAPTER TO COMMENCE 

NEW BARRACKS  
BY: VGD ARIEL BALUSO  

Terra Kuta, the proposed new UPV ROTCU Building will finally 
break the grounds of its recommended location on the 15th of 
September. The prints that have long been waiting to materialize 

will now make its way to construction. 

Gone were the days of making room on floors and tables for 
sleep dreaming of a superior venue for training and execution of 
military science.The jungles and hills of Miagao witnessed all 
these toils and hardships in molding Basic and Advanced ROTC 

graduates of good class. 

UPV ROTCU thrives at the 
basement of the Community 
Union Building inside the UPV 
Miagao Campus for so many 
years still producing fine men 
and excellent citizens. This is going to serve as an inspiration to contin-

ue the legacy of the UP Vanguards. 

VISYAS 

SF BAY AREA GET-TOGETHER 
BY: VGD RICHIE DIRA ‘83 

NORTH AMERICA 

It was a week day. But, several Vanguards from the SF Bay Area took time out of their busy schedules 
last 26 June 2012 to host a fellowship dinner for visiting Brod Cid Diomampo '71  and his wife Sis Ida 
(from Manila) as well as for Brod Noel Castorillo '71 and his wife Sis Rowena (from LA). Aside from the 
organizer, Brod Willie Sarino '71, another Dauntless batchmate, Brod Clod Gomez '71, came. Also in at-
tendance were Senior Brod Jim Cortes '53, Brod Ed Damasco '70, Brod Roger Diaz '81 and his wife Sis 

Ichie, as well as Brod Richie Dira '83 came. 

As in the case of the usual gatherings, there was much food, much talk and much fun enjoying each oth-
er's company. Indeed, these were good times to reminisce common experiences of an important chapter 
in lives of Vanguards from all over. Thus it was that the SF Bay Area Brods agreed to meet more regularly 
and try to touch base with brods. For a start, Brod Jim Cortes '53 enlisted Brod Clod Gomez '71's assis-
tance. The latter was part of the core group who organized the UPVNAI many years ago. Initially, the 
group will re-establish contacts with California-based brods and, if a success, expand to the continental 

US.  
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 14 FELLOWSHIPS 

MARCH-APRIL BIRTHDAY FELLOWSHIP AND 

SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  
BY: VGD JACKIE ALEGRE „07 

MARCH-APRIL 

200 UP Vanguards proudly signed for the UP Vanguard Incorporated‟s continuation as a non-stock, non-
profit corporation for the next 50 years. It, once again, affirmed that the UP Vanguards will fuse to stamp 

out the threat of their existence. 

April 14 of 2012 was marked by the brotherhood‟s intention 
to carry on and to enkindle its unification. It is one of the 
nights I‟ve shaken so many hands, said Rhoselyn Dolloso 
of Panay-Negros Chapter. The event is set to mold the fu-
ture renewals of UP Vanguard Incorporation. Pinning and 

the time-honored toast for the March and April birthday celebrators embellished the night for the Van-

guards.  

“Unity to be real must stand the sev-

erest strain without breaking .”  

-Mahatma Gandhi 

PAGSASAMA-SAMA SA BUWAN NG HUNYO 2012 
BY: VGD MANUEL MACROHON „90 

Lechon, laing, inihaw na isda, adobong manok at baboy, kare-kare, pansit-Malabon, kakanin, sariwang 
prutas at sabaw ng buko.  Sa ilalim ng mga banderitas at sa indayog ng mga kaaya-ayang musika, tunay 
ngang naging isang kapistahan ang pagtitipon ng Kapatirang Vanguard noong nakaraang Sabado, ika-23 

ng Hunyo 2012 sa pagkilala sa mga nagdiwang ng kanilang kaarawan sa nasabing buwan. 

Dinaluhan ito ng mga brods at mga nakababatang mga kadete opisyal na suot ang iba‟t-ibang kasuotang 

Pinoy na Pinoy.  Tampok dito ang nakabahag na si Kadete Tinyente Agong. 

Sa ano mang pagtitipon ng ating kapatiran, maliit man o pang-maramihan, nagagawa natin itong masaya, 
makabuluhan at hindi malilimutan.  “Magkayakap sa Dilim” na kanta ang inialay ni Brod Ryan Arana „12 
samantalang nagtagisan ng talino ang mga Vanguard Henyo sa isang palaro na pinagwagian nina Brods 

Zarge Braga ‟90 at Day Brillo ‟10. 

Taos-pusong pasasalamat kina Brods Joey Sumiller ‟68, Bobby Jordan ‟85, Leo Quinitio ‟87, Rodil Delos 
Reyes ‟88, Cel Agapito ‟95, Mar Cadag ‟95 at Ferdz Mallillin ‟02 gayun din kina Brods Richie Ragaza ‟77 

at Malou Ocampo-Macrohon „87 sa kanilang suporta upang maisakatuparan ang ating pagsasalo-salo. 

Hanggang sa muli.  Magkita-kita tayo sa susunod na pagtitipon-tipon sa ika-21 ng Hulyo 2012 sa Bul-

wagan ng Vanguard. 

JUNE 
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ILONGGO BRODS  TO HOST SEPTEMBER  

BIRTHDAY FELLOWSHIP 
BY: : VGD JACKIE ALEGRE „07 

On its 12th Founding Anniversary, UPVI Panay-Negros Chapter is taking the prospect to hold the Sep-

tember Birthday Fellowship at Iloilo City. 

Along with the alumni homecoming is the Miagao and University Tour designed to make the trip worth-

while. 

Groundbreaking of the UPV ROTCU‟s Barracks is also one of the highlights for the day. 

As the Ilonggo Brods makes the proper arrangements, invitations are now being circulated in all media. 

BOG Earl Edward Baludio requests everyone to mark the 15th of September as a Holiday. 

SEPTEMBER 
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UP VISAYAS ROTC ENROLLEES BUMPS UP  
BY: VGD EARL BALUDIO ‟04  

129 cadets are Military Science enrollees this first semester of AY 2012-2013.  

NSTP Coordinators – Mr. Felfort Catacutan from ROTC and Dr. Resurrecion Sadaba from 
CWTS –facilitated the NSTP Common Module for the entire freshmen for five successive 
sessions with the help of the Corps of Cadet Officers. It is a motivating increase judging 
against the previous academic year‟s unit strength. This, for sure is a proud reaping from 
the efforts of the Alumni and CO‟s, quoting Luduvico Gomez Jr., Unit Tactical Officer.  

“We‟re so glad when an Alumni of Basic ROTC approached 
us and offered to train the cadets with Krav Maga a non-
competitive martial art and eclectic self-defense system 
developed in Israel. A very good favor in return of what he 
was trained before”, Ariel Baluso added. UP Visayas 
ROTC still holds the vision of getting 100% percent of the 
freshmen population to enroll in Military Science Courses 
for the next academic years to come. 

CORPS NEWS 

UPD STATE OF THE CORPS 
BY: VGD  JOHN RAY RAMOS ‟09  

The new commandant, COL SILVINO A ALCABASA JR CE (MNSA) PA, current com-
mander of the 51st Engineering Brigade, is very supportive of the Corps with the provision 
of resources from his command. On the 4th TD last 14 July, the cadets were brought to 
Camp Rigoberto Atienza, headquarters of the 51st Engineering Brigade, in Libis. The 
Corps maximized the use of logistics for training with 1:1 ratio of cadets to M16 rifles. The 
Corps has an attending strength of 120-140 cadets. Last July 16, some COs were able to 
visit New Bilibid Prison and paid a courtesy visit to its Director, retired general Gaudencio 
Pangilinan; followed by a visit in the HPA where they paid a courtesy call to MGen Maximo 
Caro. A flag raising ceremony is held every first Monday of the month which started last 
July 2012 and was attended by UP Diliman officials. The flag raising is done by a contin-
gent of UP RAYADILLO together with the UPROTC Band playing the National Anthem and 
the UP Naming Mahal in front of Quezon Hall. A flag retreat ceremony is held every last 
Friday of the month. UP President Alfredo Pascual and UP Diliman Chancellor Dr. Caesar 
Saloma joined the flag retreat ceremony held last 27 July. 



 17 FIRST CLASS CADET OFFICERS 

SNATCH TOP THREE SLOTS IN RUN 

FOR FREEDOM 
 BY: C1LT ROSEANNE D REALUBIN 2CL  

The three First Classmen dominated the Run for Freedom after finishing as top three in the 
2.5 km race held at Camp Aguinaldo, Quezon City on 24 June. The first to finish the race 
was CMaj Daniel Manuel O Macrohon Jr., 1Cl. Next was CCpt King I Aaron Cruz 1Cl fol-
lowed by CCpt Samuel Clark Thadeus V Castro 1Cl. 

Vanguard Antonio Carlo Fernando class of 1984 led the 
chants as the Vanguards and Cadet Officers rushed to 
the finish line in platoon formation. Leading the group 
run were Vanguards Manuel Macrohon, Edgar de Jesus 
and Solomon Lumba. A total of five Vanguards and 17 
cadet officers was the biggest contingent in the said 
event. 

Vanguard Ma. Virginia L Ariñas was given a special runner award while, C1Lt Roseanne D 
Realubin 2Cl was awarded as the smartest looking runner. Vanguard Lumba and C1Lt Ra-
na Monica P Gregorio 2Cl each received raffle prizes. 

The National Defense College of the Philippines in cooperation with RC 47 in which Van-
guard Fernando is a member, organized the fun run dubbed “Run for Freedom” with their 
advocacy for freedom. 

The fun run was in line with 
the celebration of St. John the 
Baptist Day. In accordance to 
tradition, Filipinos throw water 
to other people to commemo-
rate the event. Hence, a fire 
truck drenched the runners 
with water during and after the 
race making the event extraor-
dinary. 
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UBLB ROTC AFTER COMMON MODULE 

LOS BAÑOS 

The UPLB ROTC Unit currently has 13 Cadet officers with 3 First Class cadets  and 10 Second Class 
cadets. As of to date, the number of cadets who will enrol in ROTC have yet to be determined  after the 
NSTP Common Modules which ran for 25 Training Hours consisting of 8-9 meetings shall have been 

completed by the last training day in the month of August.  

The NSTP Common Module is currently implemented by each respective college and the Subjects includ-

ed the following:  

1. NSTP Program (RA 9163) 

2. Citizenship Training 

3. Drugs Education 

4. Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 

5. National Security Concerns 

6. Environmental Protection 

The UPLB Corps of Cadets have secured permission from the Office of the Vice Chancellor for Instruction 
(OVCI) to conduct an ROTC Orientation on all sections in each college of NSTP Common Module. Apart 
from the College of Arts and Sciences (CAS) which refused to give a chance for the Cadet Officers to 
conduct ROTC Orientation on their college, all the other units of the university have granted such orienta-
tion to be conducted. It was alleged that the CAS would not allow the said orientation to happen because 

it will not be allowing its students to enrol in ROTC after the common modules were completed 

The tentative date for the first training day of ROTC is on 25 August 2012. 
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THE BEGINNING OF THE  

UPROTC RAYADILLO MODEL COMPANY 
BY: VGD ELISEO M RIO, JR. „65 

On 18 August, 1962, then UP President CARLOS P. ROMULO founded the UPROTC Rayadillo Model 
Company. He saw the need to instill a truly Filipino spirit into the studentry and to create a unit of a few 

selected men – men 
with discipline, pa-
tience and skills to be 
molded into “concrete 
symbols for the intan-
gible values of nation-
al heritage.” The UP 
DMST Commandant 
then was Col. Silvino 
R. De Goma and the 
Corps Commander 
was CdtCol Horacio 
“Boy” R. Morales Jr. 
The first Rayadillo 
Company Commander 
was CdtCapt Pruden-

cio C. Castillo Jr. 

The Rayadillo Model Company also pioneered the use of Tagalog commands that was later adopted by 

the Armed Forces of the Philippines. The company had a full compliment of four platoons, the Colors and 

the UPROTC Band. In its first year, it gave several Honors to local and foreign dignitaries.  

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

For more updates, information, pictures of the news featured please visit: 

www.upvanguard.org 



 20 VGD. NESTOR DE MESA BAYBAY 
(DECEMBER 10, 1942 – JUNE 27, 2012)  

A EULOGY BY VGD. MARK ANTHONY N. JAVIER ‘67  
NESTOR DE MESA BAYBAY, LT.COL. (Retired), 
Philippine Army; U.P. Vanguard Class of 1967; 
member, Defiants „67. 
Our Vanguard brother Nes is unique – he was often 
colourful and intriguing. He often talked using 
words with the very deep meanings – often using 
words that were “malalim na Tagalog” “at matalin-
haga”. But even if he was often mysterious, I knew 
him to be rather simple and genuine as a person. 
He joined our advanced R.O.T.C. class of 1967 in 
Diliman when he was given a scholarship at the 
U.P. Conservatory (now College) of Music. It was a 
scholarship to enable him to further his skills in 
playing the tuba, a musical instrument that I believe 
only a few specialize in. It is clear to us, that as he 
studied in the conservatory, his musical talents 
blossomed – he crafted his own musical arrange-
ments and composed a number of original songs. 
These he all did with ease – it did not matter that he 
did not have any formal training in arrangement or 
in composing. No doubt, he was a natural musical 
genius 
The morale of the U.P. R.O.T.C. band was never 
higher than when Cdt. Col. Baybay was at its helm 
as the band leader – and this noticeably boosted 
the morale of the entire cadet corps. For the first 
time, the U.P. Cadet Corps was marching proudly – 
not only to traditional marching songs, but to the 
popular songs of the day as well. I can still recall 
the cadet corps passing in review to the marching 
sounds of “Do-Re-Mi” from the Sound of Music, and 
“St. Louis Blues.” One cannot underestimate the 
morale boost that came from the band under Brod 
Nes‟ leadership. 
We learned more of Nes after our graduation from 
the Corps. Once, he invited our batch to Camp 
Capinpin in Tanay where his band command was 

based. Several of us went to the camp - I can‟t re-
member how and why, but we missed him. Howev-
er, our trip was not a waste as we witnessed first-
hand how he had disciplined his unit. In Nes‟ ab-
sence, we were shown the barracks of his unit – 
and we were greeted by a spotless, spic and span 
barracks – with a shiny waxed floor, shoes all pol-
ished, and beds all lined up straight! It was like our 
U.P. cadet barracks on a ceremonial day! It was 
truly very impressive. It is no wonder that his unit 
always earned praise and recognition from his su-
periors – presumably not just for the top-notch mu-
sic they played. 
Long after our studies at the U.P., Nes kept touch 
with me. He eventually settled in his home province 
of Laguna – yet, he often called me or sent me a 
text message to set up a lunch somewhere conven-
ient for me in Makati – but several times at his fa-
vourite Chinese restaurant. These were on occa-
sions that were special to him – such as when he 
was asked to be a graduation rites guest speaker, 
or when he managed to acquire a condominium 
unit in Manila, or when he got his first credit card. 
He even made me his kumpare at the wedding of 
his daughter Gladys – and guess who was his prin-
cipal kumare – Imelda Marcos, no less! 
Brod Nes was a real friend – and I guess I was his 
confidante of sorts. He often talked to me about his 
plans for his business and personal interests – he 
raised fighting cocks, dabbled in the real estate 
trade, painted art works, and even organized a card
-bearing Rizalist movement. Once he asked me to 
be his guest speaker in one of the regular meetings 
of his organization. I obliged and another brod, 
Vgd. Luis Torrente, went with me. He asked us to 
arrive at lunchtime though the meeting was yet to 
be held late in the afternoon.  
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Well - perhaps you can guess what we had for 
lunch – we were treated to several chicken dishes – 
fried, adobo, tinola – you name it, it was there – 
and they were delicious! By the way, I have to men-
tion while we are on the topic of food, that Brod Nes 
was an excellent cook! Once he invited us to a pic-
nic at his house in Tanay – this time, another batch-
mate was able to go with me - Vgd. Raul Medina - 
and there, we were treated to the exotic home 
cooking of Mrs. Baybay and Chef Nes! 
On another topic related to food – Brod Nes also 
dabbled in agriculture. I can never forget his gift of 
giant bananas - these bananas were almost two 
feet long! He got the seedling from Malaysia and he 
was able to grow them, though not in the large 
numbers that he wanted. He told me he wanted the 
bananas to be known locally as “ang saging ni Bay-
bay.” He gave me a seedling, but I was unsuccess-
ful in growing it as I am with practically all my 
plants. Later, Nes grew some ginseng and he gave 
be a seedling about 5 years ago – and this has be-
come an exception, because to this day, this gin-
seng plant is growing in my garden. 
As you can see from his picture here, it was easy 
for Brod Nes to be a ladies‟ man. He was the oldest 
among our batch when we were cadets – and when 
it came to girls, we would be all ears when he 
talked. I never really knew which parts were fact 
and which were fantasy – but I have to admit that 
when he talked, he was rather credible. 
The last time we shared moments with our brother 
Nes was just last month. You see, he had dropped 
out from our batch get-togethers more than three 
years ago. He joined us over lunch then – and in 
fact, we found out that this was just after he recov-
ered from a stroke. We lost contact with him after 
that lunch – and we didn‟t know what had hap-
pened to him in the years that followed. 
 

Sometime last April though, I decided to try his old 
cellphone number again with a text message – and 
lo and behold – his daughter Tessa answered! So I 
immediately asked for the whereabouts of his dad, 
our Brod Nes, and we were able to arrange a visit 
by our batch. We were happy to finally see our 
Brod Nes after many years, eight of us – Vgds. Gari 
Garcia, Zoi Lapus, Raul Medina, Atot Paredes, Ed 
Rimando, Jesty Salvo, Luis Torrente, and me. Brod 
Nes was hardly able to speak then but we could tell 
that he and his family were happy to see us. After 
we left his house, his daughter Tessa confirmed 
what we felt with a simple text message – it said, 
“Thank you again for visiting Tatay. He said he is 
very happy.” 
I can‟t end my talk about Brod Nestor without shar-
ing what he never failed to tell me in different ways, 
and in many different words whenever we met. This 
is that he was very proud to be a Vanguard – and 
that he owes much of what he was to being a Van-
guard. Just the other day, Mrs. Baybay shared with 
me that on several occasions, Brod Nes would em-
phasize to her how proud he was to be a Vanguard. 
Our brother Nestor was truly very proud to be one 
among us. 
To my Kumare Tita 
and her family, may 
God be with you 
always.  And to our 
brother Vanguard 
Nestor, farewell. 
Your memory is 
forever etched in 
the hearts of your 
Vanguard brothers. 
Till we meet again, I 
salute you. 



 22 EDITORIAL 
BY: VGD FLORO FRANCISCO ‘80 

Today, once again we launch our UPVI Newsletter. The need has always been there but the will to continue 
and sustain it has wavered time and again! We are an organization of busy men and certainly it is a great chal-
lenge to constitute a group of Brods who would find time in their occupied lives to volunteer and do the task of 
churning out in a more regular schedule a newsletter in order to update the brethren about the comings and 
goings in our organization; its spring well - the Corps of Cadets;  its Chapters which have become a functioning 
few; as well as information and updates to praise or honour the successes of our comrades or to reminisce and 
remember events in our lives in the Corps or in the history of our fraternal organization, that are worth highlight-
ing!  
 
Once again we have managed to constitute a group of volunteers who have committed to offer their time and 
their talents as well as personal resources to make a newsletter come to life. With the prodding of our recently 
elected Board of Governors (BOG) and its leadership, herewith we launch (or more aptly re-launch) the maiden 
issue of our UPVI newsletter with a new "masthead" and a new name.... "The Vanguard Views".   
 
Views means many things. It could mean some scenes as seen at a vantage point. It could also mean a picture 
or a depiction from the inside of our organization - which we want to show to our brethren or to the outside 
world. It could also mean opinions or thinking of our leaders and our members or maybe even of the public, 
where some would want to form and express an opinion about our group. 
 
It is our belief that our newsletter's new name is really very much appropriate to us ...for once....one among us 
wrote in his poem this line that partly defines us....You are the future, the country's hope/ For all sorts of prob-
lems you were trained to cope/ And tomorrow's visions you could “VIEW” / For you are among "THE CHOSEN 
FEW" 
 
As we embark to make this a regular source of updates among us Vanguards, we enjoin you to help us come 
up with materials to fill the anxiousness of our brothers everywhere about our situation. Send us news or pic-
tures about you or your classmates or your senior or junior Brods, or your chapter or anything you may feel 
worthy to share with everyone. Send us your opinions or views or commentaries on topics you may feel would 
be interesting to our Brods. Let us therefore use this newsletter as a venue for the opinions of the Brods. How-
ever, while we welcome those opinions,  we will however  use the editorial prerogative of the Editorial Board  to 
ensure that opinions stated in a manner that assaults personalities rather than issues will not see print and that 
as Brods, we share opinions in the spirit of brotherhood and fraternal unity. 
 
We also enjoin you to help us fund this newsletter to make it a self-sustaining endeavour. You can donate pa-
per or equipment or funds that we can use to make our newsletter of better quality. In return we shall try to 
commit ourselves to send you in print and in electronic form a copy of our newsletter every other month. We 
look forward to your contributions and let us all look forward to a more sustainable source of news for us and 
about us!  
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